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Welcome from the Headteacher

On behalf of the learners, staff and governors, it gives me great pleasure to welcome you to the 

Abertillery Learning Community prospectus. 

Whether you are reading this as a student, prospective student, parent or visitor, I warmly welcome you 

to our community and hope that the information provided in this prospectus and on our website, will 

help you to understand what it means to be part of Abertillery Learning Community. 

In Abertillery we know that choosing the best school for your son or daughter is one of the most 

important decisions that you as a parent /carer will ever have to make.  To that end we have tried to 

share what the school has to offer by celebrating the amazing activities, facilities and educational 

opportunities that we provide here.  

Our aim is simple, we want all of our learners to leave our learning community fully equipped for life. 

We want them to have high aspirations for themselves and others, to have fully realised their potential 

whilst in school and be fully prepared to secure success in the future. 

I hope that this prospectus and our website give you a feel for the character of our Learning Community. 

However to fully appreciate the ethos, atmosphere and environment of our schools, I would encourage 

you to visit us during one of our events or at a time convenient to you. We look forward to welcoming 

you and sharing with you our passion and commitment for the education of the learners of our 

community.  

Our Vision 

Our vision and our aims are 

simple, we want all of our 

learners to leave our learning 

community fully equipped for 

life. We want them to have high 

aspirations for themselves and 

others, to have fully realised 

their potential whilst in school 

and be fully prepared to secure 

success in the future. 
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Five Campuses One School 

Abertillery Learning Community (ALC) was 
established on Sept 1st 2016. We are a mixed 
3-16 Learning Community based in the town of
Abertillery. The Learning Community is
comprised of a Secondary Campus and 4
Primary campuses, Bryngwyn Rd Primary
Campus, Queen St Primary Campus,
Roseheyworth Rd Primary Campus and Tillery St
Primary Campus. We have approximately 1600
learners on roll with 650 in the secondary phase
and 950 in the primary phase.

The school is located in the Ebbw Fach valley 

region of Blaenau Gwent. It serves the 

immediate area of Abertillery as well as homes 

in the wider communities of Six-Bells, Nantyglo, 

Blaina and Llanhilleth.  Attainment on entry 

represents the full range of ability. The school 

also houses two local authority resource bases, 

one on the Secondary Campus and one on the 

Bryngwyn Primary Campus. 

Abertillery Learning Community is an exciting 
and unique organisation. As a multi campus all 
through school we are afforded a wide range of 
opportunities for carefully co-ordinated cross 
phase working that supports learner’s 
development. We believe that through the 
single school approach we can ensure our 
learners develop aspirations for themselves and 
for our community. We focus on developing 
outstanding learning and teaching with a 
curriculum that recognises how important it is 
that each learner can reach their full potential, 
enabling them to pursue successful working 
lives as responsible members of society. Our 
work is set in the deep-rooted belief that all 
learners can achieve excellence in anything 
they choose to pursue. 

At ALC we are committed to developing 
passionate, energetic and well-rounded 
learners who place high value on their 
education. As a new organisation with big 
ambitions we are striving to provide a truly 
outstanding education for the learners of our 
community.  
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Admissions 

Pupil admission to the ALC is the responsibility of Blaenau Gwent Local Authority.  However allocation of 

places to specific campuses remains the responsibility of the school and an agreed protocol is in place to 

support this. In September 2017 the agreed admission number was 150 places in Year 7, and 150 in 

Reception. Pupil percentages from Primary Schools September 2017 were: 
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Our Curriculum 

At Abertillery, we have a passion for learning.  We share this passion through a broad, balanced and 

relevant curriculum which promotes educational, moral, spiritual and cultural development.   

Our campuses are well resourced and well-staffed, to support and challenge all learners through active 

learning and an engaging curriculum.  

At Foundation Phase (Nursery –Yr2) 

At ALC we have full implemented the Foundation Phase statutory curriculum for all three to seven year 

olds. The curriculum encourages children to be creative and imaginative, and makes learning more 

enjoyable and more effective. The Foundation Phase curriculum is based on the Foundation Phase 

Framework (Revised 2015). 

At ALC we know that children learn through first-hand experiential activities with the serious business of 

‘play’ providing the vehicle.  Through their play, children practise and consolidate their learning, play 

with ideas, experiment, take risks, solve problems and make decisions individually, in small and in large 

groups. 

On our campuses we provide Indoor and outdoor environments that are fun, exciting, stimulating and 

safe to promote children’s development and natural curiosity to explore and learn through first-hand 

experiences.  The Foundation Phase environment promotes discovery and independence and a greater 

emphasis on using the outdoor environment as a resource for children’s learning. 

The Foundation Phase is a rich curriculum under seven areas of learning. 

 Personal and Social Development, Well-Being and Cultural Diversity

 Language, Literacy and Communication Skills

 Mathematical Development

 Welsh Language Development

 Knowledge and Understanding of the World

 Physical Development

 Creative Development

At Key Stage 2 (Yrs3 – 6) 

Through carefully selected themes and discrete areas of learning, the campuses provide opportunities for 

all pupils to be taught the national curriculum subjects of English, Mathematics, Science, Information 

Technology, History, Geography, Art, Physical education, Music, Welsh, Design Technology, Religious 

Education, Personal and Social Education and Education for Sustainable Development and Global 

Citizenship. 

Learners are provided with opportunities to acquire, develop, practise, apply and refine their skills 

through group and individual tasks in a variety of contexts across the curriculum. The Literacy and 

Numeracy framework is embedded in every area of the curriculum and the Digital Competency 

Framework is a rapidly developing area of our provision. Progression in tasks moves from the concrete to 

the more abstract, from simple to complex, from personal to the bigger picture, from the familiar to the 

unfamiliar.  Children progress from needing support to more independent working.  They move from 

listening and interacting with others in a general way to a situation where they choose to work with 
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others as a deliberate strategy for reaching understanding.  In these ways they become both independent 

and interdependent learners. 

Key Stage 3 (Yrs 7 - 9) 

At ALC we work with all learners to support literacy, numeracy and digital competency, whilst providing 

meaningful and relevant access to the national curriculum. This curriculum is designed to prepare 

learners for the rigours of GCSE and beyond. The curriculum is different for learners in year 7 & 8 in that 

they spend a significant proportion of their time (9 hours) with one teacher. This teacher delivers the 

humanities subjects of Geography, History and RE in a project style, similar to experiences learners will 

have had in the primary phase. This allows learners to build strong relationships with both their peers 

and teachers acting to further enhance the transition activities they undertake prior to attending the 

Secondary Campus. 

Key Stage 4 curriculum (Yrs 10 and 11) 

At ALC our KS4 curriculum is designed to allow both choice and flexibility so that young people have the 

opportunity to gain qualifications in a range of ways that are valued by universities, colleges and 

employers.  With the support of our teachers and parents or guardians, young people have the chance to 

study a variety of subjects in addition to compulsory elements such as Maths, English, Science and the 

Welsh Baccalaureate. Learners will also continue to study Welsh and RE through to GCSE whilst also 

being given opportunities to access timetabled PE lessons. 

We provide our pupils with a curriculum which seeks to educate the ‘whole person’ and we strive to 

make it appropriate to  pupils’ needs, with teaching styles that develop positive attitudes to learning, 

the understanding of concepts and the acquisition of knowledge and skills. 

Through our curriculum offer to all learners in all key stages, we aim to offer a range of experiences that 

will provide innovative and transformational opportunities for learning. The curriculum develops learners 

as independent, interdependent and confident learners.  

All learners are individuals and we are committed to ensuring that any and all barriers to learning are 

identified and removed, allowing every learner to reach their full potential. Our curriculum model is 

based around both academic rigour and real life work based learning. The learning journey of each 

individual will be carefully constructed to suit the individual’s preferred learning style and will involve 

the learner in planning that programme. 
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Additional Learning Needs 

At ALC we work hard to create and   

maintain an inclusive and supportive  

environment on all of our campuses.  

Being an all through school ensures   

that relationships and links for  

transition from Primary to Secondary  

school are well developed and we    

have close links with those partner   

primary schools in our wider   

community. Secondary staff work  

carefully with primary ALNCO’s to   

ensure that support, care and  

guidance is available to learners and  

their parents. Learners new to our   

school are assessed so that the most  

appropriate pathways and provision   

can be implemented.  This will  

include, but is not limited to, one to  

one support; small group support;   

social and communication skills development.  Similarly, information from primary schools helps us work 

with pupils in identifying the need for literacy and numeracy intervention schemes, along with a variety 

of other support programmes. In Year 7, learners learn in broadly mixed ability settings.  The ALN team 

carefully ensures that all transition data is cascaded to teachers and learning coaches.   

The transition arrangements are tailored to ensure that pupils who might need more guidance in their 

move to our School are supported from the very beginning of the process, be this reception, Yr7 or at 

any stage throughout their school lives. Our experienced ALN team also work closely with a variety of 

external agencies which offer professional support and guidance where needed and ensure that all 

children are suitably looked after. The school operates within the guidelines of the current ALN code of 

practice for Wales; the ALNCO on the secondary campus is Mrs Woodward, On Bryngwyn and Queen ST it 

is Mrs Webber, on Roseheyworth it is Mrs Cole and on Tillery St it is Mrs Daniels.   

ALC is also home to two ALN Complex Needs Resource Bases. These are Blaenau Gwent LA provisions that 

are based at our sites and provide outstanding support for learners with a wide range of additional 

educational needs. Both resource bases benefit from dedicated teams of staff and are housed in 

specialist facilities. Our resource bases, whilst specialist and dedicated also benefit from being part of 

mainstream environments. Learners integrate with whole school life as often as possible and have access 

to the full range of school resources and the wider curriculum when appropriate. 

Welsh 

Welsh is a very important aspect of life at ALC, where bilingualism is promoted throughout, at all Key 

Stages.  Welsh is compulsory within the National Curriculum in all Key Stages and learners are 

encouraged to engage in Welsh conversation, develop their communication skills and learn about the 

country in which they live.  Learners will study a wide range of topics, from learning their numbers and 

colours to personal information and detailed conversations. They will also learn about the place of Wales 

in the world and the importance of Welsh in the modern workplace. 
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Religious Education and the daily act of collective worship 

Religious Worship: Assemblies are held 

daily on the primary campuses, 

however are weekly on the secondary 

campus but are accompanied by a 

daily act of collective worship/period 

of reflection during learning coach 

time.  They are non-denominational 

and mirror the broadly Christian ethos 

of the school.  The emphasis is on the 

development of moral and spiritual 

values.  It is the intention to foster a sense of respect and give pupils an opportunity to reflect upon the 

themes explored in light of their own experiences.  

Religious Studies: All learners throughout ALC at all Keys stages receive lessons in Religious Education.  It 

is seldom that children are withdrawn from these lessons by parental request, although that right exists.  

Parents who wish to withdraw their children from either Religious Education or collective worship, in 

whole or in part, should contact the relevant Head of Campus.  Learners who are exempt will follow an 

alternative programme of study. 

Physical Education 

All learners on all campuses are given equal opportunity to 

participate in a wide variety of sporting activities.  The aim 

is to contribute to the development of control and co-

ordination of the body, whilst at the same time developing 

skills which will be beneficial to them throughout their 

lives.  Through sport, we are attempting to develop a sense 

of wellbeing, confidence and co-operation and an 

understanding of the importance of maintaining a healthy 

life-style amongst all learners. 

Primary learners also have the added benefit 

of access to the secondary site’s outstanding 

sports facilities and specialist PE teachers. 

These opportunities are both timetabled and 

are also enhanced by regular sports festivals 

and events such as swimming Galas and taster 

sessions. 
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Secondary Campus Careers Education and Advice 

At ALC we recognise that all learners are entitled to receive up to date careers information and advice 

as part of the school curriculum.  Lessons are built in as part of the current PSE and Welsh Baccalaureate 

programmes of study and are designed to promote the Learning Outcomes of the Careers and the World 

of Work Framework.  Learners need to know where they are now and where they aspire to be in the 

future, to know what is available in the world of 

work, to be able to make and implement decisions 

and know where to seek information and access 

guidance about career planning.  

Careers information is provided for Key Stage 3 prior 

to choosing options and Key Stage 4 groups via Welsh 

Baccalaureate lessons.  Learners are encouraged to 

access resources and research using the Internet. 

They are encouraged to use Careers Wales Online 

(www.careerswales.com) and passwords and logins 

are issued for each student in Year 9 and above.  

Information is also available from the Careers Section 

of the main school library at lunchtime. 

All learners are entitled to seek careers advice from 

learning coaches and the Careers Wales Gwent 

advisors.  

Through our close working partnership with Careers 

Wales Gwent, a Careers Wales Gwent advisor is 

attached to the school and available for individual 

interviews with students.  An advisor is also present at Years 9 Consultation Evenings to discuss careers 

related concerns.  Parents can access further careers information by contacting the school or making an 

appointment with Careers Wales Gwent on Freephone 0800 028 9212. 

General Information 

Charging Policy: Education is provided without compulsory charges to parents.  Most activities are 

financed by the Learning Community with funds received from the Local Education Authority.  There are, 

however, some valuable educational activities which we are not able to provide without seeking some 

financial support from parents. When arranging school trips and activities the Learning Community will 

do as much as is practicable to ensure that children and young people living in poverty are not unfairly 

disadvantaged. The Learning Community understands that cost pressures on families with low incomes or 

in serious financial hardship are significant and recognises the importance of balancing the education 

value of residential trips against their financial cost.  

Equal Opportunities: ALC has an Equality Plan and is committed to taking positive steps to reduce any 

disadvantage experienced by individuals or groups.  It wholeheartedly supports the statutory 

requirements laid down in the Equality Act 2010, which make it unlawful for an employer or an employee 

to discriminate or to treat an individual differently on the grounds of disability, gender, race, religion, 

sex or sexual orientation.  ALC also extends the same principle to marital status, religious beliefs, age 

(except when complying with statutory or other requirements) and sexual orientation. 
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Campus Security and Property Safeguarding: All Campuses are alarmed with sophisticated security and 

fire prevention systems throughout.  All visitors to our campuses are required to sign in at the main 

office in the campus reception areas. 

Term Dates 

School Term Dates 2017/2018 

 Date Start 
Half Term 

Starts 

Half Term 

Ends 
Term Ends 

 Autumn  04/09/2017  30/10/2017  03/11/2017 22/12/2017  

 Spring  08/01/2018  19/02/2018  23/02/2018 29/03/2018 

 Summer  16/04/2018  28/05/2018  01/06/2018 24/07/2018 

School Term Dates 2018/2019 

 Date Start 
Half Term 

Starts 

Half Term 

Ends 
Term Ends 

 Autumn  03/09/2018  29/10/2018  02/11/2018 21/12/2018  

 Spring  07/01/2019  25/02/2019  01/03/2019 12/04/2019 

 Summer  29/04/2019  27/05/2019  31/05/2019 22/07/2019 

Absence 
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If your child is ill, please ring the appropriate campus on the first day of absence and explain the 

problem. Our staff will ring you if we don’t know why your child is not in school. Please make sure that 

school has your current home and current mobile numbers. If we do not know why a student is absent, 

staff may visit your home to see what the reason for absence is. This is partly to make sure that you do 

not need any extra support. Children returning from absence should bring a note for their form teacher 

stating the reason for the absence and the period of time for which they have been absent. Student 

Services will check whether this is an authorised or unauthorised absence. 

Attendance and Punctuality 

Attendance at the Learning Community is a legal requirement and all parents/carers are responsible for 

ensuring that their children at the appropriate campus regularly and on time. Attendance is monitored 

closely and interventions are put in place where targets for attendance are not being met. 

Our community is committed to ensure regular attendance at school is a priority which will in turn 

provide pupils with the best possible chances in life to succeed and to achieve their goals. Regular school 

attendance is essential for all children and young people. Failure to regularly attend can increase the 

risk of leaving school without any qualifications, and can also increase the likelihood of pupils being 

drawn into criminal and antisocial behaviour. 

The Learning Community developed a comprehensive Attendance Policy that has been adopted by the 

Governing body. This policy is available on the ALC website should parents/carers require further 

information. 

Attendance 2016-17 

Primary - Autumn Term 2017:  94.1% Spring Term 2017:  95.3% Summer Term 2017:  94% Full Year 94.5% 

Secondary - Autumn Term 2017:  93.2% Spring Term 2017:  92.3% Summer Term 2017:  91.9% Full Year 92.6% 

ALC - Autumn Term 2017:  93.7% Spring Term 2017:  93.8% Summer Term 2017:  92.9% Full Year 93.6% 

Attendance Targets 2017-18 Primary – 95% 

Attendance Targets 2017-18 Secondary – 93% 

Attendance Targets 2017-18 ALC – 94% 

School Day 
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Secondary Campus 

Primary Campuses 

School Performance Data 
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Foundation Phase Outcomes 2016-17 

% Learners achieving at least the expected outcome 5+ 

KS2 Outcomes 2016-17 

% Learners achieving at least the expected Level 4+ 

KS3 Outcomes 2016-17 

ALC LA Wales 

Personal & Social 
Development, 
Well-Being & 
Cultural Diversity 

94.9% 94.2% 94.7% 

Language, Literacy 
& Communication 
Skills 

81.9% 86.8% 88.1% 

Mathematical 
Development 87.7% 90% 90.3% 

Foundation Phase 
Indicator 80.4% 86% 87.3% 

ALC LA Wales 

English 90.6% 88.9% 91.1% 

Maths 93.4% 90.8% 91.6% 

Science 93.4% 91.1% 92.2% 

Core Subject 
Indicator 

90.6% 88.4% 89.5% 
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% Learners achieving at least the expected Level 5+ 

ALC LA Wales 

English 83.5% 86.3% 90.5% 

Maths 86.8% 89.1% 90.8% 

Science 89% 91.4% 93.5% 

Core Subject Indicator 82.4% 83.4% 87.4% 

KS4 Outcomes 2015-16 (Outcomes for 2016-17 are waiting for verification). 

Data Summary Sept 2017-18 

ALC LA Wales 

Level 1 (5GCSE’s A*- G) 92.6% 93% 95.3% 

Level 2 (5GCSE’s A* - C) 52.2% 71.4% 84% 

Level 2 + (5 GCSE’s A*-
C, including Eng & 
Maths) 

41.2% 48.2% 60% 

5+ A* - A (or equivalent 
grades) 

10.3% 10.1% 15.9% 

English (A*-C or 
equivalent) 

46.3% 56.4% 69.3% 

English (A*-G or 
equivalent) 

95.6% 95.1% 95.8% 

Maths (A*-C or 
equivalent) 

53.7% 57.4% 66.9% 

Maths (A*-G or 
equivalent) 

96.3% 94.6% 95.7% 

Science (A*-C or 
equivalent) 

36.8% 62.8% 82.4% 

Science (A*-G or 
equivalent) 

89% 91% 93.3% 

Core Subject Indicator 31.6% 40.6% 57.6% 

Leavers without 
Qualifications 

0% 0.8% 0.9% 
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Primary Phase 

Number of ALN Resource Base Classes Primary: 1  

Total Number of Learners on Roll: 1046 

Full Time Equivalent: 956.3 

Percentage of compulsory school age pupils eligible for Free School Meals: 21.2% 

Percentage of learners on ALN register: 15.5%  

Secondary Phase 

Number of ALN Resource Base Classes Secondary: 5  

Total Number of Learners on Roll: 604 

Full Time Equivalent: 604 

Percentage of compulsory school age pupils eligible for Free School Meals: 24.7% 

Percentage of learners on ALN register: 28.8%  

Whole learning Community 

Number of ALN Resource Base Classes ALC: 6  

Total Number of Learners on Roll: 1644 

Full Time Equivalent: 1567.5 

Percentage of compulsory school age pupils eligible for Free School Meals: 22.6% 

Percentage of learners on ALN register: 20.4%  

Complaints Procedure regarding Curriculum Matters and Other School Issues  
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The Governing Body has developed a comprehensive complaints policy that is in line with the Welsh 

Government Complaints Procedures for School Governing Bodies in Wales.  A copy is available at the 

School and also available to download from the school website (www.abertillery3-16.co.uk).  Parents 

wishing to express a concern should do so in the first instance to the appropriate Head of Campus 

(01495 355911) who will make every effort to resolve the matter. 

Senior Leadership  

Headteacher – Mrs Meryl Echeverry

Deputy Headteacher – Mrs Kate Olsen 

Phase Lead Secondary – Mr Rhodri Thomas 

Phase Lead of Roseheyworth Rd – Mrs Marie Lewis 

Phase Lead of  Six Bells – Mrs Louisa Tudge 

Phase Lead of Tillery St – Mrs Helen Hickinbottom

Assistant Headteacher - Mrs Menna White

Assistant Headteacher - Mrs Samantha Vaughan

Associate Assistant Headteacher - Mrs Sarah Hall

Associate Assistant Headteacher - Mrs Sarah Hegarty 

Business Manager – Mrs Keri Jones 

Finance and Data Manager – Ms Jodie Withers 

Chair of Governors – Mrs Alyson Hoskins 

All of the colleagues detailed above can be contacted via the single school phone number (01495 

355911) and by following the campus specific links or by emailing - info@abertillery3-16.co.uk 
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Alma Street 

Abertillery  

Blaenau Gwent 

NP13 1YL 

 

Telephone: 01495 355911 

Email: info@abertillery3-16.co.uk 

www.abertillery3-16.co.uk  

Twitter: @abertillery3-16 
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Stryd Alma  

Abertyleri 

Blaenau Gwent 

NP13 1YL 

 

Ffon: 01495 355911 

Ebost: info@abertillery3-16.co.uk 

www.abertillery3-16.co.uk  

Twitter: @abertillery3-16 
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