
Principal's Message 

Mrs. Meryl Echeverry 

Since joining the Learning Community in April, I have been 
delighted with the very warm and genuine welcome that I 
have received from the pupils, parents, governors and 
staff. 

Much has been achieved in a relatively short time and I am 
confident that we will see a continued improvement in 
standards over the next academic year. 

My focus has been on teaching and learning and we have 
worked in very close partnership with a number of 
excellent schools across the region to develop the highest 
quality teaching and learning. 

I very much look forward to working with all stakeholders in the next academic year, the opening of 
the new Six Bells site and working alongside capable and committed teaching and support staff to 
continue our journey for improvement. 

I wish you all a happy and restful holiday. 

Mr. Jon Wilson 

Over the last 12 months a great deal has changed here in the 
Learning Community and I am very proud to see the significant 
change that we see in relation to pupils’ attitudes to learning and 
wellbeing. This was recently recognised by Estyn in their revisit 
and visitors to the school now always comment on the positive 
behaviour and smart uniform of our students. 

The year ahead will bring further challenges but I am confident 
that we can build upon the successes of the last twelve months 
to ensure that standards do not just rise but Abertillery Learning 
Community embarks upon a cycle of continuous improvement. 

On behalf of the Learning Community, I would like to wish you all 
a happy and restful Summer break and look forward to seeing all 
students back on Tuesday 3rd September. 
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ALC learners interview the Council Leader 
and Executive Member for Education 

Executive Member—Education 

Councillor Collins 

Council Leader 

Councillor Daniels 

Corey Bowman (Cllr. Daniels) and Grace Cole (Cllr. Collins) – Y6 Tillery Street 
How did you become a councillor in BG? 
Cllr. Daniels: I have always been interested in politics and first became a Councillor in 1991. I have 
always been interested in political issues and have been inspired by people like Tony Ben and Martin 
Luther King. They fought for justice and equality, values that are very important to me. I decided to be 
a councillor to try and make a difference to my community.  
Cllr. Collins: I decided to stand for the council two years ago and I was fortunate enough to get 
enough votes. I am the first female councillor in my ward to become a councillor and I am very proud of 
this. I hope to inspire more girls to become councillors. 

Livvie Mae Davies (Cllr. Daniels) and Mckenzie Meredith (Cllr. Collins) – Y5 Tillery Street 
What do you like best about your job? 
Cllr. Daniels: I love to engage with the public, no matter how old. If truth be known, that is the 
most satisfying part of the job. There used to be a gap between the local people and the councillors so I 
have worked hard to work for the community and with the community. I like to explain to the local 
people why we have to make the decisions that we make. I also like to see positive achievement for the 
community.  
Cllr. Collins: I like to help people. I like to take calls and emails from people and to help them. This 
is my favourite part of the job. I love to meet people, children especially. I like to think that I can set 
an example of how we can work together and look after each other. 

Logan Jenkins (Cllr. Daniels) and Ben Key (Cllr. Collins) – Y6 Bryngwyn Road 
What are you most proud of in your job? 
Cllr. Daniels: This is a difficult question to answer. Besides my job, I am most proud of my 
grandchildren. With regard to the council, I feel proud when I see people who I like to think that I have 
helped. As Leader of the council I work with the 22 other councils across Wales and we meet every 
month as leaders to agree common aims and goals. I am always very proud to be sat in a room with the 
other council leaders because I believe that Blaenau Gwent is a really great council in Wales and is 
improving all the time. 
Cllr. Collins: As with Cllr. Daniels, outside of the council I am most proud of my boys and my family. 
I am proud to be the first female councillor in my ward. I am proud to be the Executive Member for 
Education. As part of this role, I have visited the schools across Blaenau Gwent and I have met lots of 
young people. These are the people I am most proud of. 

Hermione Wetherell (Cllr. Daniels) and Lucianne Watson (Cllr. Collins) – Y6 Bryngwyn Road 
What are the biggest problems in BG? 
Cllr. Collins: One of our biggest problems is people who dump their rubbish in our community. Fly 
tipping costs the council a lot of money to clean up. I think we should be doing more recycling in 
Blaenau Gwent. We also need better transport links. 
 
Cllr. Daniels: The biggest problem is that we get very little money to run our services from the 
Government. We have to prioritise education and social services. Fly tipping is a big problem for us. It 
looks unsightly, it attracts rats and it costs us a lot of money to clear the mess up. We also spend a lot 
of money on looking after children. Another big issue is anti-social behaviour. I meet with the police 
regularly to make sure that we sort this out. But the biggest problem is fly tipping and recycling. The 
Welsh Government set targets for recycling. For every percentage point we fail to meet, we have to 
pay fines to Welsh Government. We need to recycle more. 



ALC learners interview the Council Leader 
and Executive Member for Education 

Shania Cook and Ioan Cook - Y6 Roseheyworth Road 
What is BG doing to protect the planet? 
Cllr Collins: Very, very good question. Welsh Government set targets for us to recycle our rubbish. 
We have to make sure that we recycle as much as we can. We are working towards building a new 
recycling centre in Blaenau Gwent. This will help us to recycle more than we are doing now. School 
aged children can play a huge part in this because you know how important it is to recycle and you can 
teach your parents and grandparents to recycle. We have to be responsible to keep our own 
environment neat and tidy. 

Clls Daniels: I feel quite passionate about this and I believe that looking after the environment must 
be taught. You are all old enough to see what is happening to our planet. Icebergs are melting, the 
weather is changing, all because we are not looking after our planet. We need to look at different 
sources of energy such as windfarms and solar panels. We have to look at alternatives to burning fossil 
fuels. 

Corey: What about problems with potholes? 

Replacing potholes in Blaenau Gwent is a huge problems. This is one of our biggest problems. Our 
overall budget is £143million. About £43m is spent on education £42m on social services. £85m of our 
total budget just goes to two services. We are left with a little over £58m to run everything else such as 
recycling and road repair. We do not have enough money. To save money we have done away with a 
Mayor and Mayor’s car. 

Mrs Havard: We all have to work to a budget. Cllr Daniels and Cllr Collins have a budget. There is no 
more money. We are all trying to get more but only have what they have and so they have to prioritise 
what they spend their money on. Just like pocket money. It can only go so far.  

Logan: Do you think we can make a difference to global warming? 

Wales has set targets of 0% emissions by 2050. We all need to work together to try and solve this 
problem. We all have a responsibility to save our planet. 

Lilia Barett and Gil Pratton – Y5 Queen Street 
Are we going to get a train in Abertillery? 
Cllr. Daniels: Hopefully we will get money from Welsh Government to develop transport in Blaenau 
Gwent. We need better connections to connect our towns. I met with Transport for Wales two weeks 
ago and stressed how important it is that we get a train link to Abertillery. I am confident that there 
will be a train to Abertillery. 

We would like to thank Cllr. Daniels and Cllr. Collins for taking the time to meet with our Pupil 
Council. 



Business Team updates 

 

 

Parent Teacher Friends Association  

 
The PTFA is now a constituted group working to achieve charitable status. They have         
organised a number of events to raise funds and their target is to raise £1,000 for each    
campus to spend on outdoor equipment. The Chair of the PTFA is Heather Payne and she is 
keen to work with the Learning Community to develop an agreed programme of events over 
the academic year to increase community participation with the school. The PTFA has raised 
in excess of £1,500 to date. There is also an opportunity to work with the PTFA as a parent  
forum in order to discuss issues and proposals that will affect our learners. It would be    
helpful to have a governor who can link with the PTFA if this is something the Committee 
would like to consider. The Assistant Headteacher for Wellbeing and the Business Manager 
work closely with the PTFA. 
 
 
The Chillax Project 

 
The Chillax project is a breakfast and after school club based on the Secondary Campus and 
funded by Children in Need and the National Lottery. 

 
The project provides all learners with a range of opportunities to take part and socialise in 
different activities ensuring everyone's needs are met. By doing this the learners are able to 
take part in activities that they may not have experienced before which promotes positive 
relationships with others, develops their communication and also build upon their 
confidence and self-esteem. This helps them to become more confident citizens for the 
future of their community. 

 
 
There are regular fundraising initiatives and grant applications and most recently the 
project was awarded £2,000 by the Tesco Bags for Help Scheme. Local Councillors also 
support the project. As a Trustee on the Board, the Business Manager line manages the two 
part time staff employed in Chillax and they are actively working to develop the provision to 
meet the growing needs of the learners in the community. 

 
 



Six Bells Campus 

The staff and children at Bryngwyn Road campus have had a busy term 
preparing for our move to the new Six Bells campus in September! 

 

Year 5 enjoyed a visit from 
Gwent Archives and found out 

lots of information about 
Bryngwyn school’s past.  

Nursery have been making the 
most of the sunny weather by 
exploring new outdoor play 

equipment! 

Reception have enjoyed designing 
and  playing in their Morgan Sindall 
construction site role-play—building 

their own version of the new Six 
Bells campus! 

Year 1 have been learning 
about the historic site of our 
new campus. Here is a video 
they have made about what 

they have found out!  

Year 2 have been finding out 
what life would have been like 

at Bryngwyn during the Victorian 
times. Luckily no one had the 

cane!  

Year 3 have been learning 
about the Six Bells Colliery 

Disaster in 1960.  

Year 4 enjoyed their visit to 
the new Six Bells campus    

construction site.  

The Resource Base visited St.  
Fagan’s as part of their Memory 

Box topic. 

Year 6 have enjoyed lots of 
transition sessions to the     

Secondary Campus.  



Six Bells Campus 

The staff and children at Queen Street campus have also had a busy 
term preparing for our move to the new Six Bells campus in September! 

Foundation Phase have been     
enjoying exploring their       

outdoor learning environment 
during the sunny weather! 

Year 2 did an amazing job     
learning to play the violin! “This 

is Me” from the Greatest     
Showman was a hit! 

Key Stage 2 blew the audience 
away during the last ever Key 

Stage 2 show at Queen Street—
Olivia! 

Both Bryngwyn and Queen Street School Councils held 
a coffee afternoon for the Alzheimer’s Society on 
Queen Street Campus. It was very successful! Thank 
you to all those who supported this event. 

We have been so proud of our Six Bells swimming 
team this term! 



Six Bells Campus 

Pupils from both campuses had the opportunity 
to select the menu for our new Six Bells 
campus. They enjoyed taste-testing! 

Heddlu Bach have continued to be extremely 
busy this year and we couldn’t be prouder of 
the way they represent our campuses! 

Key Stage 2 children have had opportunities 
to visit our new campus this term. It is so 
exciting!  

Both Bryngwyn and Queen Street campuses have held lots of special events to          
celebrate the closure of the two schools! Thank you to everyone who has supported 
us including pupils and staff (past and present), parents and the local community.  



Roseheyworth Road Campus 

Nursery  
We had a joint day out with Mini Me’s at Raglan Farm 
Park, interacting with the animals, playing in the soft play 
zones and having a tractor ride! The sun shone for us and a 
fabulous time was had by parents and children alike. 

Reception  
Our little learners have been busy working together 
in our new outdoor block play area this term. They 
independently constructed a boat to row across the 
moat to a castle. 

Year 1  

In Year 1, to fit in with our ‘Memory Box’ 
topic, pupils have been going home and   
making their own Memory Boxes. We have 
seen so many precious items that have been 
with the children from their very first days, 
and the children have had so much fun      
reliving their past, and showing the class 
what is inside their very own Memory Box. 
Da iawn, Year 1!  

Roseheyworth Hens   
Our happy hens have been busy 
laying eggs for the children to 
count and experiment with. Try 
putting an egg in a glass of vinegar 
for 24 hours and see what        
happens. 

School Fete   

We had a fantastic turn out for the School Fete. The sun 
shone and a great time was had by all, thank you to all 
our pupils and parents for your donations and support. 



Roseheyworth Road Campus 

Year2 

We enjoyed our visit to Abertillery Museum, where we 
looked at old toys and had a snack at Express Café. 

Year 3 

We have thoroughly enjoyed our Memory Box topic this term. We 
investigated a time capsule full of interesting artefacts which      
inspired us to learn about how things have changed over time. We 
learned about changing fashion and even had a go at cross-stitching! 
We also studied how transport has changed and decided to design 
and build transport for the future. We have particularly loved using 
our new Discovery Room where some of us worked as a team to 
build the Titanic! Many of us have brought in items from home 
which have special memories such as photographs and baby clothes 
or have shared special memories with each other through discussion.  

Year 4  

Independent Year 4 learners have enjoyed a range of activities in 
the 'Discovery Room'  They have enjoyed film making, block 
play, STEM and other thought provoking activities.  

Year 6 

At the end of this term we will say “goodbye and good 
luck” to our Year 6 class as they make their journey to the 
Secondary Campus. Thank you for sharing your favourite 
memories of Roseheyworth in our “Memory Box” topic.  

We have been writing non-chronological reports in our 
topic work. Pupils used the text box and copy/paste 
features of Microsoft Word to create a “Same but 
Different” themed report of their choice. 

Year 5  

We have been part of the INTERGEN project. We have             
established a link with Llys Nant Y Mynydd in Blaina and are       
thoroughly enjoying getting to know some of the residents.  



Tillery Street Campus 

Sporting Success 

We have had another successful term of 
fabulous sporting successes here at Tillery 
Street. Our athletics team were hugely 
successful in the initial rounds and are now 
through to the finals in Ebbw Vale. 

Our swimming team celebrate their huge 
success of winning the Abertillery Cluster 
and Grand Final! 

Both girls’ and boys’ cricket teams enjoyed 
successes with our boys securing third 
place. 

We are so proud of each and every one of 
our sporting teams. Their teamwork and 
sportsmanship was outstanding. Our trophy 
cabinet now needs an extension! 

Nursery PACT 

Our Nursery children have been learning all about toys 
as part of their Memory Box theme. They wowed us all 
with their singing at their PACT performance. It is    
always lovely to see our families join us to share in 
the learning journey for our learners. This term has 
been busy with PACT as well as a Father’s Day         
afternoon tea which was well attended.  

 

Bugsy Malone Showstopper 

What a show! Our KS2 learners really outshone themselves with 
their performance of Bugsy Malone. It really was a team effort to 
put this performance together and what a show it was! 

Reception Memory Box 
Reception have loved their Memory Box theme and even invited 
grandparents in for tea to listen to stories and share their learning. 
The Memory Boxes created were fabulous and every child was able 
to share what was special to them from their own memory box.  

 



Tillery Street Campus 

Year 2  
Year 2 leapt back in time to the 1980s this term. So much 
fun was had in their immersion day with children and staff 
all dressing in the fashion of the 80s. The children enjoyed 
their journey into the past and created a 1980s fashion 
zone in the role play. 

Year 1  
Year 1 all enjoyed a visit to Abertillery Museum to 
look at and learn about toys from the past. They 
were also able to learn about home life from the 
past. The children brought their learning to life in 
the role play back at school and have all really 
enjoyed their topic. 

Year 3 

Year 3 had a enjoyable visit to Berea 
Masjid this term. They learnt lots 
about the religion and even were able 
to join in with craft activities. 

Year 4  
Year 4 learners loved their 
dinosaur topic. They spent 
lots of time researching as 
part of the Memory Box theme 
and created dinosaur        
skeletons to display. 

 

Year 5 
As part of Year 5’s Enterprise 
Project, Y5 took over the 
bistro and created the TILLERY 
STREET EXPRESS. The children 
researched products to sell, 
created a sales team and 
served on the counter.  

Year 6 

As we prepare to wish Y6 
well as they move on to 
Y7, we want to share their 
WW2 Immersion Day. All 
spent the day dressed as 
1940s pupils and got to 
experience life as a 
refugee. There was even 
as shock air raid warning 
as everyone rushed to 
take cover. 

 



Secondary Campus 

On Monday 1st July the Secondary Campus choir, Voiceworks, joined forces with over 
500 pupils from other schools across Gwent to form a combined county schools choir, 
performing alongside a 100 piece orchestra, to a   capacity audience of 1500 people in 
St. David’s Hall,    Cardiff. The audience were treated to a medley of songs from the 
Greatest Showman. Well done to all those        involved! 

Here's a photo of the Year 9 girls who went to Oxford     University on 12th June. They 
attended a Women in      Science day hosted by Jesus College. They attended     
lectures and took part in workshops run by female         scientists, as well as getting 
advice about applying to    Oxford University. Most of all they were inspired and     
encouraged to aim high, taking away from the experience that nothing is out of their 
reach.  



Secondary Campus 

A group of Y9 learners were given an exciting opportunity 
to work with a published Welsh poet to create new and 
original poetry that  encapsulated their thoughts on the 
local area, and living in Blaenau Gwent specifically. Over 
the course of four hours, the group discussed their initial 
thoughts, focused on their personal feelings and memories 
(good and bad) about the location before beginning the 
writing  process. 

Once the first drafts were completed, the learners 
discussed how to       improve their use of 
poetic techniques and devices before completing a final 
draft. The final drafts were then submitted to the Art 50 & 
Sky Arts team for a final decision as to whether the poems 
were suitable for      publication, not only on the Sky Arts 
channel, but in a final poetry          anthology, that would 
be published and shared with a wide range of     writing 
professionals and the wider public. 

The English faculty would like to pass on its 
congratulations to all those who took a chance 
creatively and attended the project. A  special mention 
and congratultions must go to: Arjan Mehat, Emily Davies, 
Alice Townsend, Lexus-Lee Edwards and Owen Beckett as 
their final poems were selected for publication within the 
final poetry anthology (copies of which are available to 
read within the school's CLZ). 

We have had fantastic days on the Secondary 
Campus getting to know our Year 5 and Year 6 
learners. The learners joined their new form 
groups and met their tutors in preparation for 
September. They excitedly participated in a 
variety of lessons including Art, ICT, DT, 
Humanities, Drama and Welsh, exploring the 
theme 'Passport to my Community'.  Everyone 
left with big smiles having made lots of new 
friends! 



Secondary Campus 

Well done to all the year 7 and 8 athletes that  represented our school in the Blaenau 
Gwent Athletics Minors Championship on Friday, 28th June.  

Congratulations to our learners for placing 1st, 2nd or    reserve when competing against 
learners from other schools in Blaenau Gwent, including Tredegar, Brynmawr, Ebbw Fawr, 
West Mon, St Albans and King Henry. They made it through to the next round of the South 
East Wales Minors Athletics Championship on Tuesday, 2nd July competing against the top 
two athletes from Newport East, Newport West and Islwyn.  

Well done to Ellie Tetley who has recently joined Blaenau Gwent Athletics club and 
competed in her first club race of 100m after only attending a couple of training sessions 
— Ellie is already ranked 19th in Wales for 100m! 

Congratulations Madison Harford for 
competing in the   National Grade 2 
Women’s Artistic Gymnastics and placing 
21st overall in Britain. Madison competed 
in the under 13’s category (up against girls 
a year older). We are      extremely proud 
of Madison in the PE department, making 
time to fit in extra-curricular activities at 
school as well as her gymnastics training. 

Madison’s Welsh team won a Silver medal 
at the (NDP)   National Development Plan 
for Grade 2 British finals in Stoke-on-
Trent. The team also continued its 
success, with Wales winning the rose bowl 
for the 1st time ever.                                            



Secondary Campus 

This year's Young Enterprise team 'Halfway There' created a  mindfulness pack of cards. Their 
mission was to create a useful        mechanism to improve mindfulness in teenagers and 
young adults. Throughout the year Ellie Gough, Caitlin Price, Bryoni Gallier-Morgan, 
Katieleigh Hodder and Ellie Cave-Thomas constantly demonstrated hard work and dedication. 
They successfully fundraised and developed their product before attending the regional 
Young Enterprise finals in April. They were confident in their product's purpose and 
usefulness, but nervous about presenting to the many businessmen and women    attending. 
 
At the competition they wowed the judges with their product and  enthusiasm. They 
were given the ‘Innovation of the Year’ award for their mindfulness pack. The judges were 
impressed with how different and relevant to society today the product was. Caitlin had also           
impressed the judges during the interview with her entrepreneurial mind-set, confidence and 
pride in the team's product. As a result she won the ‘Young Woman Entrepreneur of the Year’ 
award. 'Halfway There' were overall runners up; an amazing achievement that they all should 
be very proud of! 




