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As you may be aware the School Categorisation for all schools in Wales was published earlier this week. 
You may have noticed that Abertillery Learning Community was awarded red in this categorisation 
process. Whilst I’m sure that many of you will be concerned about this, I would like to reassure you that 
it doesn’t mean the school is in any way failing the learners in our care.  
  
Whilst the categorisation system compares school performance with similar schools, its purpose is to 
ensure that it allows schools to access the bespoke support they need, dependent on their situation. It 
also ensures that the consortium (EAS) in partnership with Local Authorities can work with school leaders 
to help them get the right support where and when they need it in a timely, targeted way. 
 
Some of you may be wondering why the report only shows Abertillery Learning Community and not its 
composite schools. This is because we are now one school and as such share one set of data. It also 
acknowledges that we are a new organisation that currently does not yet have a set of data of its own 
and as such can’t be judged based on previous data. 
 
During the categorisation process a rigorous analysis of school performance to date and school 
improvement plans was undertaken and it was noted that the former secondary school had made 
significant progress in recent years. It was also acknowledged that since Abertillery Learning Community 
opened in September 2016, much work has already been completed to establish consistent policies and 
practices on all five sites. However, it is too early to see the impact of the processes that leaders have 
introduced.  
 
It was also acknowledged that due to the Learning Community being under new and interim leadership, 
appropriate levels of support would be beneficial in ensuring a successful improvement journey.  
 
By placing the Learning Community in the red category, both the Consortia and the Local Authority can 
ensure that this support is diverted to the Learning Community in a timely manner. This will allow the 
Learning Community access to the support required without putting it under added financial pressures.  
 
As a Learning Community we are involved in projects and working parties across Wales to both share our 
own practice and to learn from that of others. We are confident that we will continue to improve 
standards and that in the coming years we will move steadily out of the red category. Rather than being 
upset by the categorisation we have embraced the opportunities it has given us access to.  
 
We greatly appreciate all the support that has been shown to us by our parents and stakeholders and 
together we will continue to work towards making Abertillery Learning Community the very best place 
for our young people to learn and to grow into successful members of our community.  
 
Yours sincerely 
 

 
 
Nathan Jenkins 
Interim Principal 


